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From: Cogswell, David (NTM) 
To: Commissioner Adelstein, Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB 
Date: Thu, Apr 3,2003 9:43 AM 
Subject: Stop the monopolization of media 

In the New York area, six of the major radio stations are owned by Clear 
Channel, a company that has shown itself to have a partisan political 
agenda. Six stations in one market! That is absurd and extremely destructive 
to the idea of a free press. The airwaves are public property, they should 
not be monopolized by a handful of private interests. The FCC is derelict in 
its duties. Please stop this consolidation and return to a reasonable system 
of regulation of the public airwaves! 

David Cogswell 
Senior Editor 
Travel Weekly 
http:/hnrww. travelweek1y.com 

The information transmitted in this communication is intended only for the 
person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, dissemination, 
copying or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this 
information, or any part thereof, by persons or entities other than the 
intended recipient, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you 
received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete and 
destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all 
attachments. 

http:/hnrww
http://travelweek1y.com
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From: Cogswell, David (NTM) 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

In the New York area, six of the major radio stations are owned by Clear 
Channel, a company that has shown itself to have a partisan political 
agenda. Six stations in one market! That is absurd and extremely destructive 
to the idea of a free press. The airwaves are public property, they should 
not be monopolized by a handful of private interests. The FCC is derelict in 
its duties. Please stop this consolidation and return to a reasonable system 
of regulation of the public airwaves! 

David Cogswell 
Senior Editor 
Travel Weekly 
http://www. travelweekly.com 

Commissioner Adelstein. Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps. KM KJMWEB 
Thu, Apr 3, 2003 9:46 AM 
Stop the monopolization of media 

The information transmitted in this communication is intended only for the 
person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, dissemination, 
copying or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this 
information, or any part thereof, by persons or entities other than the 
intended recipient, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you 
received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete and 
destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all 
attachments. 

http://www
http://travelweekly.com
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From: jmorelal @twcny.rr.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 9:47 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:twcny.rr.com
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Sincerely, 

Judith E Moreland 
8450 Bubbling Springs Dr 
Baldwinsville, New York 13027 
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From: jmorelal @twcny.rr.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu. Apr 3, 2003 9:49 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:twcny.rr.com
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Sincerely, 

Judith E Moreland 
8450 Bubbling Springs Dr 
Baldwinsville, New York 13027 
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From: jmorelal @twcny.rr.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu. Apr 3,2003 9:49 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:twcny.rr.com


Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process Page 2 

Sincerely, 

Judith E Moreland 
8450 Bubbling Springs Dr 
Baldwinsville, New York 13027 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

magcap@bigfoot.com 
Kathleen Abernathy 
Thu. Apr 3, 2003 950 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:magcap@bigfoot.com
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Sincerely, 

Andy Mager 
559 Buckingham Ave. 
Syracuse, New York 13210 
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From: magcap@bigfoot.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3,2003 950 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:magcap@bigfoot.com
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Sincerely, 

Andy Mager 
559 Buckingharn Ave. 
Syracuse, NewYork 13210 
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From: magcap@bigfoot.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3,2003 9:50 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:magcap@bigfoot.com
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Sincerely, 

Andy Mager 
559 Buckingham Ave. 
Syracuse, New York 13210 
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From: Rscott444@hotmail.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3,2003 1O:Ol  AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q.  Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:Rscott444@hotmail.com
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Sincerely, 

Ronald Scott 
PO box 6 
covington, Georgia 30015 
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From: Rscott444@hotmail.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 10:02 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:Rscott444@hotmail.com
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Sincerely, 

Ronald Scott 
PO box 6 
covington, Georgia 30015 
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From: Rscott444@hotmail.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 10:02 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
Dossible. 

mailto:Rscott444@hotmail.com


Sincerely, 

Ronald Scott 
PO box 6 
covington, Georgia 30015 
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~ ~ ~ .~-J Sharon Jenkins - Consolidated Media services . ,~ 

From: Library 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: Consolidated Media services 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 1027 AM 

I would like to inform you of the deceitful company known as 
Consolidated Media Services. If you research them online, you will find 
nothing but complaints from thousands of citizens who are being scammed into 
a fake deal. Some cites you may want to investigate include: 

http://w,oswegodailynews.com/contenU2002/120902/121402money~ccc~watchoutt 
elernarketingscam.shtml 
http://www.consumeraffairs.com/scam-alerts/cms.html 
http://badbusinessbureau.com/results.asp?q 1 =ALL&q2=&q3=&q4=Consolidated&q5=& 
q6=&q7=&submitZ=Search%21 

The citizens rely on you to keep us protected from such companies. I was a 
recent victim from this companies deceit and I would like to see that they 
be fully investigated. If this many people are being effected by this 
company, than I am sure you have been notified already. 

The company is: 
Consolidated Media Services 
2550 Heritage Court, Suite 106 
Atlanta, GA 30339 

Please help us!! 

Scott A. Stokes 
Rich May, a Professional Corporation 
176 Federal Street 
Boston, MA 02110-2223 
Phone- (617) 556-3810 
Fax- (617) 556-3890 
Cellular- (617) 306-1550 
Email- sstokes@richmaylaw.com 
Website- www.richmaylaw.com 

............................................................ 

The e-mail message and any attachments are confidential and may be 
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us 
immediately -- by replying to this message or by sending an e-mail to 
postmaster@richmaylaw.com -- and destroy all copies of this message and any 
attachments. Thank you. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

cc: Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein 

http://www.consumeraffairs.com/scam-alerts/cms.html
http://badbusinessbureau.com/results.asp?q
mailto:sstokes@richmaylaw.com
http://www.richmaylaw.com
mailto:postmaster@richmaylaw.com
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From: ccoston@panynj.gov 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 10:30 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:ccoston@panynj.gov
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Sincerely, 

Celestina Coston 
One Path Plaza 
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306 



. . . . . . . . .. ... ... . .. .. . . ... . . . . .. ~ ~~ ~~~~ ... 

~~ . .. ... . . -_ - .~ .~ ~~ 

rz-~~~. Sharon ... J 

From: Michael Bell 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: stop the media mergers 

MR. Powell; 

Since the radio stations have been allowed to merge, they have turned to 
crap. 
Less choices and they all sound the same. 
The airways are owned by the public, not just a few large 
corporations! !! 
It is your duty to see that there is fairness in the media. 

Thu, Apr 3, 2003 10:30 AM 

Michael Bell 



Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Meoia Diversty Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process Page 1 

From: ccoston@panynj.gov 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu. Apr 3, 2003 10:30 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:ccoston@panynj.gov


Sincerely, 

Celestina Coston 
One Path Plaza 
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306 

. .. 
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From: ccoston@panynj.gov 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 3,2003 10:30 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 
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Sincerely, 

Celestina Coston 
One Path Plaza 
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306 


